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Economic Framework: Permanent Supportive Housing with Housing First (Housing First Programs)
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Economic Outcomes

Costs of Housing First interventions
• Housing
o Locator services and negotiations*
o Rent subsidies*

• Housing services options
o Furnishings or move-in
o Landlord relations

• Support for healthcare
o Physical or mental health or 

substance abuse support*

• Support services options
o Integration into community
o Employment search and training
o Assistance in maintaining stable 

housing

Other Economic Outcomes
• Cost per day of stable housing

Economic Benefit (Cost Averted)
• Healthcare costs*
o Physical health
o Mental health
o Substance use disorder

• Temporary housing (e.g. shelters)*
• Judicial and police services*
• Welfare and disability transfers*
• Unemployment

Modifiers
Service Organization
• ICM
• ACT
Housing Type
• Scattered
• Group

*Cost drivers ICM, Intensive Case Management; ACT, Assertive Community Treatment 
QALY: Quality Adjusted Life Year; DALY: Disability Adjusted Life Year

Source (with narrative description): Health Equity: Permanent Supportive Housing with 
Housing First (Housing First Programs) https://www.thecommunityguide.org/findings/health-
equity-housing-first-programs

https://www.thecommunityguide.org/findings/health-equity-housing-first-programs
https://www.thecommunityguide.org/sites/default/files/assets/AF-Housing-First-Econ-508.pdf
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